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CALL TODAY

Reviewed by Tony Wohlfarth

Southminster United Church has been 
a fixture in Old Ottawa South for over 
eighty-five years. Now it’s the subject of 
a compelling thirty-minute documentary 
produced by a well-known resident of OOS, 
and OSCAR contributor, Ed Kucerak. 

The film’s director is Danielle Rolfe, and 
she captures the story from behind the camera 
without intruding. 

Who Needs Church? tells the story of what 
happened when church leaders developed 
a redevelopment plan for the property. 
The plan, approved by the City of Ottawa, 
provides for a residential addition to the rear 
of the church overlooking the canal. The 
developer, Windmill Developments, proposed 
the six-storey condominium addition. The 
application pits the proponent against local 
residents and community activists. 

The film looks beyond Southminster to 
explore the underlying issues – including 
declining church attendance and rising 
maintenance costs for aging buildings. The 

film incorporates interviews with journalist 
Patrick Langston and the Reverend Tom 
Sherwood, author of Listening to the Echo, 
along with the Reverend Trisha Elliott, the 
minister at Southminster United. I found 
the interviews added greatly to the film – 
especially the one with Reverend Elliott. 
Southminister United Church clearly plays 
a major role in the community, and the film 
captures this aspect very well. Former City 
Councillor David Chernushenko appears in 
the film speaking before City Council about 
the divisions within the community over the 
redevelopment plan. 

A special screening of Who Needs 
Church? on March 29 sold out quickly. As 
part of its participation in this year’s Doors 
Open Ottawa over the June 1-2 weekend, 
Southminster United Church will feature an 
encore free screening of the film on Sunday, 
June 2 at 12:15 pm and 2.15 pm. 

A trailer for the film is currently available 
at: www.whoneedschurch.ca

Tony Wohlfarth is an Ottawa based freelance 
film writer. He recently returned from 
covering the 2019 Hot Docs Film Festival in 
Toronto.

FILM REVIEW

By Karen Junke

Seventeen Voyces’ superb 2018-2019 
season began with horror and will end 
with horror – or more accurately – 
comedy horror. This original chamber 
opera is based on “behind the scenes 
incidents from Nosferatu” – the silent 
film classic from 1922. Choir Director 
Kevin Reeves said: “I wrote this opera 
with the size and personalities of 
Seventeen Voyces in mind, and because 
we’re known for accompanying silent 
film with live choral music. Now the 
tables are turned, and live choral music 
is accompanied by silent film, and a 
libretto which wends its way toward 
sheer anarchy.”

Even though it is a well-known 
horror flick, the opera is written as 
a comedy, inspired by the fact that 
some Europeans in the early 1920’s – 
especially out in the villages – believed 
the lead in the film, Max Schreck – 
was a real vampire discovered by the 
director F.W. Murnau somewhere in 
Bavaria. This was enhanced by the fact 
the lead’s name – Schreck – literally 
means ‘terror’ in German.

Characters in the opera include 
the lead actor from the film, the 
cameraman, as well as the actor Shreck 
and director Murnau themselves. The 
protagonist from the film – actors 

Thomas Hutter and his loving wife 
Ellen, get caught up in the hysteria 
surrounding Max Schreck and start 
believing the villagers as they are 
shooting the film on location in 
Slovakia. 

As an actor Max Schreck refused to 
take off his make-up and remained in 
character throughout the course of the 
shoot – unwilling to step into the sun, 
preferring to remain in the shadows – 
fueling the rumours that he was a real 
vampire.

Of course, the director Murnau, 

camera operator Fritz Arno Wagner, 
and Shreck as Nosferatu, gleefully 
keep the charade alive to create more 
publicity for the film on release.

Just to make events more chaotic, 
the widow of Bram Stoker – whose 
seminal story of ‘Dracula’ had been 
stolen by Murnau and transformed 
into the story of Nosferatu – angrily 
appears on the set, demanding 
her share; a scorned woman who 
eventually managed to have every print 
of Nosferatu incinerated – or, so she 
thought.

Featured artists include tenor Corey 
Arnold as the film director F. W. 
Murnau, baritone Ryan Hoffman as 
the cameraman Fritz Arno Wagner, 
baritone Luc Lalonde as Max Schreck, 
soprano Kathleen Radkeas as Frances 
Stoker, and soprano Rachel Jewell and 
tenor Grayson Nesbitt as the film stars 
Ellen and Thomas. 

This is a concert not to be missed. 
It promises to be great fun with 
superb soloists, chorus and musicians 
including a string quartet, clarinet and 
harpsichord. Be sure to get your tickets, 
they are vailable on line at: www.
seventeenvoyces.ca 

Karen Junke is a Seventeen Voyces 
board member and a fan of comic 
opera. 

ARTS AND CULTURE
Nosferatu – this Comic Opera is a Must See!

Actor Max Schreck in the 1922 silent film Nosferatu.

Seventeen Voyces 
presents 

Nosferatu 
a ‘comic opera’ 

by Kevin Reeves 

May 31 & June 1 
at 7:30 pm 

Glebe St. James United 
Church

 www.seventeenvoyces.ca 
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